OTTAWA, NOVEMBER 24, 1997 -- THE SUPREME COURT OF CANADA HAS
ISSUED THE FOLLOWING PRESS RELEASE TODAY:

AFTER A SHORT ILLNESS, THE HONOURABLE MR. JUSTICE JOHN SOPINKA PASSED
AWAY PEACEFULLY LAST NIGHT IN OTTAWA.

MR. JUSTICE SOPINKA WASAPPOINTED DIRECTLY FROM THEBARTO THE SUPREME
COURT OF CANADA IN JUNE 1988. HE WASBORN IN BRODERICK, SASKATCHEWAN
IN 1933, ATTENDED SCHOOL IN HAMILTON, ONTARIO AND GRADUATED FROM THE
UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO IN 1958. PRIOR TO HISAPPOINTMENT TO THE SUPREME
COURT HE HAD A NATIONAL REPUTATION AS ONE OF THIS COUNTRY’S MOST
HIGHLY REGARDED COUNSEL, HAVING BEEN CALLED TO THE BAR IN FIVE
PROVINCES AND TWO TERRITORIES.

CHIEF JUSTICE LAMER, ON BEHALF OF THE MEMBERS OF THE COURT, SAID, “HIS
CONTRIBUTION ON THE COURT AND TO THE ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE IN
CANADA WAS A MAJOR ONE. HE WILL BE GREATLY MISSED, BOTH AS A
COLLEAGUE AND AS A FRIEND, AND VERY DIFFICULT TO REPLACE.”

DETAILS OF MEMORIAL SERVICESWILL BE ANNOUNCED WHEN COMPLETED.

REF. JAMESOREILLY, EXECUTIVE LEGAL OFFICER, Tel: 613-996-9296

OTTAWA, LE24NOVEMBRE 1997 -- LA COUR SUPREME DU CANADA A PUBLIE
AUJOURD'HUI LE COMMUNIQUE DE PRESSE SUIVANT:

A LA SUITE D'UNE BREVE MALADIE, L’HONORABLE JUGE JOHN SOPINKA SEST
ETEINT PAISIBLEMENT LA NUIT DERNIERE A OTTAWA.

MONSIEUR LE JUGE SOPINKA ETAIT AVOCAT LORSQU’IL A ETENOMMEA LA COUR
SUPREME DU CANADA EN JUIN 19838. IL ETAIT NE EN 1933 A BRODERICK
(SASKATCHEWAN). IL AVAIT FAIT SESETUDESA HAMILTON (ONTARIO) ET AVAIT
OBTENU UN DIPLOME DE L'UNIVERSITE DE TORONTO EN 1958. AVANT D’ETRE
NOMME A LA COUR SUPREME, IL ETAIT L’UN DESAVOCATSLESPLUSREPUTES DU
PAYS, AYANT ETE ADMIS AU BARREAU DE CINQ PROVINCES ET DE DEUX
TERRITOIRES.

AU NOM DES JUGESDE LA COUR SURRE!\/I E, LE JUGE EN CHEF LAMER A DECLARE:
«LA CONTRIBUTION QU’IL A APPORTEEA LA COURET A L’ADMINISTRATION DELA
JUSTICE AU CANADA A ETE TRES IMPORTANTE. IL NOUS MANQUERA BEAUCOUP,
COMME COLLEGUE ET COMME AMI, ET IL SERA TRESDIFFICILE A REMPLACER».
LESDETAILS DE LA CEREMONIE FUNEBRE SERONT ANNONCESPLUSTARD.

REF: JAMESO'REILLY, ADJOINT EXECUTIF JURIDIQUE, TEL: 613-996-9296






